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Guidance
Discussion of a prepared topic

The purpose of the Topic phase is to give candidates the opportunity to display their command of the
language of the grade while talking about self-selected and personally relevant topics.

When choosing the topic for discussion, candidates should prepare the topic on a subject they are
personally interested in, knowledgeable about and able to discuss with the examiner.

Please note the topic should not be chosen directly from the list of subject areas for the
Conversation phase. Instead, candidates should be strongly encouraged to prepare a personalised
topic. This is to enable candidates to show a wide range of language throughout the examination.
The personal aspect is an important feature of all Trinity examinations. Therefore, candidates should
be discouraged from selecting the same topic as their peers. Teachers should ensure that if groups of
learners do decide to use the same topic, e.q. football, every effort is made to personalise the content.
The topic should provide candidates with the opportunity to demonstrate the language requirements
of the grade. Therefore, candidates should be encouraged to incorporate language items of the
grade into their contributions.

When preparing the topic, candidates are advised to think carefully about the amount of material
necessary for their topic, bearing in mind the time available. They should prepare enough material
to sustain a discussion of the topic for up to five minutes, but not more.

Candidates must not prepare their topic as a written script, as this will inevitably lead to a
memorised recitation and result in the candidate not being prepared to use spontaneous spoken
English. Recitation will have a negative effect on the assessment of this phase.

In preparing their topic, candidates are advised to anticipate questions the examiner might ask.

They should be prepared to give further examples, explanations and clarifications as requested by
the examiner.

Before the examination, the candidate must complete the Topic form and bring it to the examination
room. The Topic form is designed to help promote a spontaneous discussion which must not include
or rely on a memorised recitation.

The candidate must complete the Topic form with the required number of points for discussion
(four discussion points for Grade 4, five for Grade 5, six for Grade 6). One short sentence or phrase
will suffice for each point. The candidate should prepare enough material about these points to
sustain a discussion of up to five minutes, but no more. Examples of completed Topic forms are
provided as Appendices 1and 2.

At all Elementary grades, the examiner will ask the candidate to talk about at least four of the
discussion points on the Topic form.

The examiner will refer to the discussion points on the Topic form in no particular order. Therefore,
the topic should be prepared as a unified whole. All of the points should be thematic and provide an
opportunity for discussing different aspects of the topic. Topic forms must not include such general
points as ‘Introduction’, or 'What I did next...

The Topic form can be written by a person other than the candidate as written skills in English are
not being assessed in these examinations. However, the content of the form should have originated
from the candidate.

As the Topic form is crucial for the execution of this phase, the phase will not take place if the
information contained on the form is not made available to the examiner.

It is a requirement of the examination that candidates ask the examiner relevant and appropriate
questions throughout the Topic phase. At all Elementary grades, the candidate must ask the
examiner at least one question about the topic.

Candidates may bring pictures, photos, diagrams, or other useful objects into the examination room
to illustrate the topic and aid the discussion with the examiner. However, live animals or dangerous
objects such as knives must not be brought into the examination room.

Please note a candidate who fails to prepare a topic for discussion cannot be assessed for Task
fulfilment for this phase. The phase will be voided and this will result in a fail being awarded for the
examination as a whole.
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Grade 4

A2.2 CEFR

Examination format
Total examination time: 10 minutes

The examination consists of two assessed phases:

Discussion of a topic prepared by the candidate (up to 5 minutes)
Conversation on two subject areas selected by the examiner (up to 5 minutes).

Candidate performance

In addition to the items listed for the previous grades, the candidate is expected to demonstrate the
following communicative skills and meet the language requirements listed below during the examination.

Communicative skills

In the Topic phase
Give information about the prepared topic in a series of limited long turns about the four
discussion points on the Topic form
Answer questions on the prepared topic and participate in informal discussion, during which
the examiner might request more information, facts or details
Ask the examiner at least one question about the topic area
Take the opportunity provided to include samples of the language functions and language
items listed opposite, where appropriate

In the Conversation phase
Show understanding of the examiner by responding appropriately to questions

Make appropriate contributions with short statements
Communicate limited information in simple and direct exchanges
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Language requirements

Language functions
Talking about past events
Talking about future plans and intentions
Expressing simple comparisons
Expressing likes and dislikes
Describing manner and frequency

Grammar
Past simple tense of regular and common irregular verbs
Going to future
Like + gerund/infinitive, e.qg. I like shopping, | like to read books
Adverbs of manner and frequency
Comparatives and superlatives of adjectives
Link word but

Lexis
Vocabulary specific to the topic area
Vocabulary specific to the subject areas
Adverbs of frequency, e.g. sometimes, often, never
Adverbial phrases of frequency, e.g. every day, once a week
Expressions of past time, e.q. yesterday, last night
Phrases and expressions relating to the language functions listed above

Phonology
The correct pronunciation of vocabulary specific to the topic and subject areas
Appropriate weak forms and intonation in connected speech
Three different ways of pronouncing ‘ed’ past tense endings, e.g. played, walked, wanted
Avoidance of speech patterns of recitation

Subject areas for the Conversation phase

Two subject areas will be selected by the examiner from the list below.

Holidays

Shopping

School and work

Hobbies and sports

Food

Weekend and seasonal activities

Please note Grade 4 candidates should not select their topic from the list of subject areas above
(see guidance notes on page 21).

Grade 4 communicative skills and language requirements have been mapped to A2.2 in the CEFR.
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Examination format

The examinations take the form of a one-to-one, face-to-face oral interview between the candidate and
an examiner who is a native speaker of English. The examination at each stage, and with increasing
demands at each grade, replicates real-life exchanges in which the candidate and the examiner pass on
information, share ideas and opinions and debate topical issues.

The four stages

The 12 Graded Examinations in Spoken English are organised in four development stages. The four
stages are designed to give a framework to the teaching and learning progression and the tasks in the
different stages are designed to allow candidates to demonstrate their abilities in a number of different
discourse types.

At the Initial stage (Grades 1-3) the conduct of the examination is initiated by the examiner.
Grades 2 and 3 have been mapped to the first common reference level (Basic User) in the Common
European Framework of Reference.

At the Elementary stage (Grades 4-6) the candidate introduces a topic of his or her own choice.

The examiner directs the discussion using the points prepared by the candidate. Then the examiner
moves on to the Conversation phase, selecting two subject areas for discussion from the list provided.
Examinations at the Elementary stage provide a bridge from the first to the second common
reference level (Basic User to Independent User) in the Common European Framework of Reference.
At the Intermediate stage (Grades 7-9) the candidate initiates and maintains a discussion on a

topic of his or her own choice. This is followed by the Interactive task initiated by the examiner and
then maintained by the candidate, and the examination ends with a conversation on two subject
areas selected by the examiner from the list provided. Examinations at the Intermediate stage have
been mapped to the second common reference level (Independent User) in the Common European
Framework of Reference.

At the Advanced stage (Grades 10-12) the examination begins with a formal presentation of a topic
leading into a candidate-led discussion of the presentation. The candidate-controlled Interactive

task is followed by the Listening task, and the examination ends with a conversation on two subject
areas selected by the examiner from one of the lists provided. Examinations at the Advanced stage
have been mapped to the third common reference level (Proficient User) in the Common European
Framework of Reference.

Assessment summary

Initial Elementary Intermediate Advanced
Grades 1-3 Grades 4-6 Grades 7-9 Grades 10-12
(5-7 minutes) (10 minutes) (15 minutes) (25 minutes)

Topic presentation
Topic discussion

Candidate-led

" Interactive task
discussion of topic

Topic discussion Interactive task Listening task

Conversation Conversation Conversation Conversation

The above timings include time for the candidate to enter and leave the room and for the examiner to
complete the individual Examination report form.
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About the tasks

The Conversation
This is an opportunity for a realistic exchange of information, ideas and opinions.

The Conversation phase is a meaningful and authentic exchange of information, ideas and opinions,
rather than a formal ‘question and answer" interview.

The examiner selects two subject areas for discussion as provided in the syllabus for the
particular grade.

The subject areas have been carefully selected to offer a progression from the familiar to the less
familiar and from the ‘concrete’ to the ‘abstract’.

At each grade, the candidate is expected to take more responsibility for initiating and maintaining
the conversation.

The candidate is expected to ask the examiner questions. These questions should arise naturally out
of the conversation and will be used to further the interaction.

The assessment of this phase takes into account the ability of the candidate to use the communicative
skills, language functions and language items of the grade.

The Topic

Before the examination, the candidate prepares a topic of his or her own choice and in the
examination this is used as a basis for the discussion.

Trinity's philosophy is that candidates should be given every opportunity to demonstrate to the
examiner what they can do in English. This includes giving them the opportunity to talk about a
topic which is of personal interest to them and which they feel confident talking about.

Candidate choice is important and in selecting their own topic candidates have a degree of autonomy
and control over this phase of the examination.

The topic provides the candidate with the opportunity to show they can link sentences together to
talk about a subject at some length.

This phase gives the candidate the opportunity to use the communicative skills, language functions
and language items of the grade.

The Interactive task

An initial prompt from the examiner gives rise to an interaction controlled and maintained by
the candidate.

All the examination phases are ‘interactive’, but this is the phase in which the candidate’s own
initiating skills are of paramount importance in determining the successful outcome of the task.
The Interactive task provides the opportunity for the candidate to demonstrate his or her ability

to take control through the use of questioning techniques and language functions associated with
requesting information, seeking clarification and encouraging further detail.

At the Intermediate stage, candidates start to demonstrate their independence as users of English.
This autonomy is further developed at the Advanced stage.

The Interactive task requires the candidate to initiate ‘turns in the conversation and control the
direction of the interaction.

This phase requires an authentic exchange of information and opinions, with the language functions
listed at each grade arising naturally out of the task.
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The Listening task

Three short spoken passages prompt the use of high level listening skills, such as deduction,
prediction and inference.

The listening task is introduced at the Advanced stage only.

The listening passages are non-specialist and do not relate to the specific subject areas provided for
the Conversation phase. It is considered important at this stage to introduce an unknown element into
the examination for which the candidate cannot prepare specifically in terms of language content.
The listening task is intended to be solely a test of listening. The candidate is required to give

only very brief verbal responses indicating comprehension achieved through the use of high level
listening skills.

The candidate needs to show recognition of the context, participants and register.

About the assessment

General

It is an essential characteristic of Trinity examinations wherever they are conducted that grading is
carried out by a qualified Trinity examiner who is trained, standardised and monitored regularly to
ensure impartiality and consistency of assessment.

In every examination, the examiner assesses the use made of the language of the particular grade
and that of all preceding grades.

The outcomes for each grade assume mastery of the outcomes of the previous grades. It is therefore
important when preparing candidates for a particular grade that attention is paid to the previous
grades. Although these will not be examined explicitly, the examiner will be looking for the candidate
to demonstrate a repertoire of language items which includes items from the current grade as well as
the preceding grades.

All phases of the examination at each stage are given equal importance in the overall assessment.

Candidate assessment

The candidate’s performance in the examination is measured by means of one overall criterion,
Task fulfilment. This is assessed in each phase of the examination.

The assessment of each Task fulfilment criterion is based on the following factors:

coverage of the communicative skills listed

coverage of the language functions listed

coverage of the grammatical, lexical and phonological items listed

accuracy in the use of the grammatical, lexical and phonological items listed
appropriacy of the grammatical, lexical and phonological items used
fluency and promptness of response appropriate for the grade.

More detailed descriptions of Task fulfilment are available to show how the examiner assesses all
examination phases at the four stages. These performance descriptors can be downloaded from
the Trinity website.

The examiner assesses the candidate’s performance in each phase of the examination by awarding
a letter grade, A B C or D. In simple terms, these levels can be classified as follows:

A - Distinction (reflects an excellent performance)

B - Merit (reflects a good performance)

C - Pass (reflects a satisfactory performance)

D - Fail (reflects an unsatisfactory performance).
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Reporting the assessment

Examination report forms
An individual Examination report form is completed by the examiner immediately after the examination
has taken place and before the next candidate enters the examination room.

The Examination report form gives the following information:
an assessment of the candidate’s performance in each phase of the examination under the
Task fulfilment criterion
an indication of the key areas where the candidate could make improvements
an indication of the overall result of the examination stated simply as Pass or Fail.

The Examination report form provides an indication of the result of the examination. This is not a
confirmed result and candidates achieving a pass level should await the arrival of the certificate
before making any claims about the result of the examination.

The Examination report forms for all the candidates are given to the Centre Representative at the
end of the examination session. In the case of examination sessions lasting more than one day, the
Examination report forms are not issued until all the candidates have been examined.

Centres wishing to confirm the examiner's indication of pass or fail or who wish to find out the level
of pass may use the Results look-up tables provided on the Trinity website.

Sample Examination report forms for the Elementary and Intermediate stages are provided as
Appendices 3 and 4.

Marksheets

In addition to the Examination report forms, the examiner also completes a composite marksheet with
the Task fulfilment assessments for each candidate. Marksheets are for internal Trinity College London
use only and cannot be issued to centres for reasons of data protection. Marksheets are returned to
Trinity's Head Office and the results are entered onto Trinity Online.

Certificates

After the results are entered onto Trinity Online the overall result is calculated and checked and a
certificate is generated if the candidate has achieved a pass level. The certificate states the level of
pass as follows:

Pass with Distinction
Pass with Merit
Pass.

Certificates are sent to centres for distribution and normally arrive six to eight weeks after the
examination session.
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About this syllabus

The syllabus is divided into the four stages. At the beginning of each stage there is an introduction
which outlines the candidate profile expected by the end of the stage. These profiles relate to the
common reference levels in the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning,
teaching, assessment (Council of Europe 2001). The introduction to each stage is followed by individual
grade pages which give details of the requirements of the particular grades. Examination regulations
are from page 52. Finally, the appendices contain supporting documentation to assist candidates and
those preparing them for the examinations.

Layout
The contents of this syllabus are organised as below.

Introduction to each stage:
Candidate profile — describes what the candidate can do by the end of the stage
Examination format - outlines the content of the examination
Examination procedure - describes the way in which the examination is conducted
Guidance - offers advice on preparation for the examination
Assessment — gives general information on the assessment relevant to the stage.

Individual grade pages:
Examination format - outlines the examination phases and gives timings
Candidate performance — describes the communicative skills, language functions and language
items the candidate is expected to demonstrate. For Grades 4 to 11, the subject areas for the
Conversation phase are also given.

Regulations:
These give information on entry requirements, arrangements for candidates with special educational
needs/disabilities and the appeals procedure. In entering candidates for the Graded Examinations in
Spoken English, centres agree to abide by Trinity’s requlations and, therefore, they must ensure that
they and the candidates are completely familiar with the regulations set out in this syllabus.

Appendices:
Appendix 1 — Completed Topic form for Grade 4
Appendix 2 - Completed Topic form for Grade 6
Appendix 3 - Completed Examination report form for Grade 5
Appendix 4 — Completed Examination report form for Grade 8
Appendix 5 - The Common European Framework of Reference and Trinity College London
International ESOL examinations
Appendix 6 - Summary of language requirements for each grade.
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Elementary stage

Grades 4-6 (A2.2-B1.2 CEFR)

Introduction to the Elementary stage

Candidate profile

By the end of the Elementary stage, the candidate can:

understand the main points of clear speech on familiar matters

enter into conversation, express personal opinions and exchange information on familiar
subjects of personal interest or related to everyday life

demonstrate a sufficient range of language to describe experiences and events and give
reasons and explanations for opinions and plans.

This profile is based on the level Independent User (B1), in the Common European Framework of Reference.

Examination format
The examination at each grade consists of the following:

greetings and setting at ease
discussion of a prepared topic
conversation on two subject areas
end of conversation and leave taking.

Examination procedure
The examiner begins by greeting the candidate, trying to set him or her at ease and asking to see
the candidate's identification (for Grade 5 and above).
The examiner asks the candidate for the Topic form and the candidate tells the examiner what he
or she is going to talk about.
During the Topic phase, the examiner randomly selects one of the discussion points on the Topic
form and asks the candidate questions and makes comments to facilitate a spontaneous discussion
about the prepared topic. This continues until at least four points on the Topic form have been
covered. During the Topic phase, the candidate asks the examiner at least one question related to
the topic. This phase lasts up to five minutes.
The examiner then closes this phase of the examination and moves on to the conversation.
During the Conversation phase, the examiner selects one of the subject areas listed for the
grade and engages the candidate in genuine conversation. This is repeated with a second subject
area chosen by the examiner. During the conversation, the candidate gives information, makes
statements and responds as appropriate. In addition, at Grade 5 the candidate must ask the
examiner at least one question related to the subject areas being discussed and at Grade 6 the
candidate must ask at least two questions. This phase lasts up to five minutes.
The examiner brings the conversation and the examination to an end.

Sample examinations at the Elementary stage can be found on the Trinity website. A DVD showing
examples of the examinations at all grades is also available to Registered Centres.




