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ENGLISH B1.2
BOOK UNIT 4 – WHAT HAPPENED?
MARIA FERNANDA DÁVILA BUSTOS 
GRAMMAR

Dear students, during the week we will review the simple past and the past continuous. Complete your activities and upload your document to Escuela en Red.

ACTIVITY 1 – SIMPLE PAST VS. PAST CONTINUOUS – 20 PTS.

Read the following information and analyze the examples. Visit the website and upload a screenshot of your activity
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WATCH THE VIDEO:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VLj-Dbz-CWk


WEBSITE: 
GO TO https://agendaweb.org/exercises/verbs/past-continuous/simple-continuous-1 , COMPLETE THE EXERCISE AND PASTE A SCREENSHOT OF YOUR ACTIVITY BELOW.
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ACTIVITY 2 – PAST CONTINUOUS VS. SIMPLE PAST – 20 PTS.
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ACTIVITY 3 – GAP FILL – 20 PTS. 

[image: Imagen de la pantalla de un celular con texto e imagen

Descripción generada automáticamente con confianza media]

ACTIVITY4 – FILL THE GAPS – 20 PTS

THE SCHüRMANN FAMILy
Complete the email with the past continuous or simple past forms of the verbs in parentheses.

	From: Kate
Date: September 10
Subject: Information for project on families

	Hi Ray,
I think I have the information we need for the project. I (1) ________was looking ________ (look) online yesterday when I 
(2) _______found_________ (find) a site about the Schürmann family. The Schürmanns are a Brazilian family who 
(3) ______sailed__________ (sail) around the world. 
Vilfredo Schürmann (4) _______was running_________ (run) his own company when he and his wife 
(5) ____decided____________ (decide) to start a completely new life. They (6) __________were getting______ (get) on their 
sailboat and (7) ______leaved__________ (leave)! They (8) _________were spending _______ (spend) the next ten years sailing. 
As they (9) ________were traveling________ (travel) around the world, millions of Brazilians (10) ______followed__________ (follow) their adventures on TV. They (11) _____came___________ (come) back to Brazil in 1994. 
What do you think? Is this interesting enough for our project?
Kate




ACTIVITY 5 – READING A STORY ALOUD – 20 PTS.

Go to https://padlet.com/alvaradocris87/cdyptcca6vtz95by or scan the QR code and record yourself reading the four chapters of the following story, identify the past continuous and the simple past and then focus on your intonation while you’re reading to make it interesting. REMEMBER TO WRITE YOUR NAME IN YOUR RECORDING. 
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You can check the pronunciation of the words in the Cambridge Dictionary https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/learner-english/.
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‘I Past continuous vs. simple past

m Verbs for non-actions or states are rarely used in the past continuous: | wanted
to stop, but | couldn’t. (NOT: | waswanting to stop . ... )

Circle the best forms to complete the conversations.

1. A: How did you break / were you breaking your arm?
B: It's a crazy story! Ramon and | rode / were riding our bikes in the park when a cat
ran / was running out in front of me. | went / was going pretty fast, so when |
tried / was trying to stop, | went / was going off the road and fell / was falling.
A: That's terrible! Did you go / Were you going to the hospital after it happened /
was happening?
B: Yes. Luckily, we weren’t / weren't being too far from City Hospital, so we went /
were going there.
2. A: You'll never guess what happened / was happening to me this morning!
B: What?
A: Well, | brushed / was brushing my teeth when suddenly the water went /
was going off. | had / was having toothpaste all over my mouth, and | couldn‘t
wash it off.
B: So what did you do / were you doing?
A: Fortunately, | had / was having a big bottle of water in the refrigerator,
50 | used / was using that water to rinse my mouth.
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A Complete the stories using the past continuous or simple past forms
of the verbs. Then compare with a partner.
1. Bad memory, bad luck: Marcia Murphy
Was donating _ donate) her cld pants to
a thrif shop. As she Was walking _ walk)
home, she  Remembered _ (remember) she
Leave (leave) $20 in her pants packet.
2. Good intentions, bad interpretation: Jason Clark
was walking _ (walk) home one day, when he
saw (see) alittle puppy crying on the
sidewalk, so he _stopped (stop) 10 help.
As he was picking {pick) him up, a woman
came {come) from nowhere screaming:
“Stop that guy. He's trying to steal my puppy.* Jason
ended (end) up spending three hours at the
police station.
3. A bad ride, a bad fall: On her birthday last year,
Diane Larson was driving ___ {crive) to work
when she had (have) a bad accident.
This year,just to be safe, she decided to stay home
on her birthday. Unfortunately, that night while she
was slepping _ (sleep) in her apartment, the floor
of her lving room collapsed (collapse) and she
fallen {fall into her neighbor's apartment.
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Chapter One

Do you believe (believe) in ghosts? Ghosts
live (ive) everywhere and they are (be)
invisible. Well, let me tell you what
happened (happen) to me last year. | was
sleeping (sleep) soundly in my warm, cozy
bed, when all of a sudden | heard (hear) a
strange sound. What was (be) that? | was
(be) scared. Maybe it was my dog, Morty
making that noise. But no, Morty was lying
(lie) right outside my bedroom door on his
favorite rug. He was even snoring (snore)
loudly. Someone was knocking (knock) on
the front door!

Chapter 2

Butit wasn't (not/be) the right time. | started
(start) to shiver and | saw (see) a flash of light
outside. It wasn't/isn't raining (not/rain) at
the moment, so it couldn't be a thunder
storm. Now | was shaking (shake) in terror.
Ghosts never show up (never/show up) at
my house. This is crazy! It was 3 o'clock in the
‘morning. Who was at the front door, |
wondered. OK let's think straight. Ghosts
don't exist (not/exist) in real life. Ghosts live.
(live) only in stories. They haunt (haunt)
castles, but they don't appear (not/appear) in

real people’s houses. They (not/make) aren't
‘making noises now- | hope.
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Chapter 3

The night was very dark. Oh no! Someone
or something was moaning (moan)
downstairs while dragging (drag) a chain
around the living room. It must be a ghost!
No, impossible. And what was that? The
dogs outside were howling (howl) and then
152w (see) something move in front of me.
Avoice said (say): Don't be scared. | think |
am imagining (imagine) things at the
moment. The wind was blowing (blow)
very fiercely. So it was the wind. | am going.
(g0) back to bed right now and | am going
to hide under the covers. There is nothing
tobe afraid of. Thisis not real.

Chapter 4

Calm down! Now | remember (remember) a
scary story the teacher read (read) to us in
school yesterday. It was all about ghosts and
goblins. So 1 am dreaming about that ghost
story- this isn't real. However, the strange
noises continued. OK, so something is going
(g0) on at the moment. Then my mother
suddenly came (come) into my bedroom,
both of us heard (hear) the sound of
dragging chains and ghostly moans again and
saw (see) flashes of lightning in the sky. We
both screamed (scream) loudly. | almost
jumped (jump) out of my skin. And then |
‘woke (wake) up- it was (be) only a
nightmare! Whew!
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El GRAMMAR FOCUS
°

Use the past continuous for an ongoing action in the past.

Use the simple past for an event that interrupts that action.

Past continuous Simple past
While | was working out, it calculated how many calories | burned.

As scientists were doing research, they discovered that women need more sleep than men.
A man was looking for his cat when he found a suspicious package inside a trash can.
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