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The English language course for Escuelas Normales is designed to develop students’ ability 

to communicate effectively in English in contexts that will be important for them.  As 

future teachers in a society where English is increasingly important for engaging 

successfully with professional and social activities, it is essential that all students develop 

a good level of proficiency in English.  English is growing in importance for accessing 

information, making useful contacts, understanding other cultures and participating in 

cultural activities.  As UNESCO has said:  Linguistic competencies are fundamental for the 

empowerment of the individual in democratic and plural societies, as they condition 

school achievement, promote access to other cultures and encourage openness to cultural 

exchange (UNESCO 2007:13).   English is particularly important for students because of its 

role in multinational communicative settings (Hyland 2011). 

From 2012 onwards, the curriculum has included English language within the 

curriculum map of both undergraduate programs for Pre-school Education and Primary 

Education, in order to improve the communicate competency of trainee teachers.   

From 2018 onwards, the English language course becomes part of the curricular map 

in every undergraduate program at Teacher Training schools.  

This course has three main aims:    

1) Develop their ability to use English in personal and social communications, to 

develop relationships, complete transactions and carry meet everyday needs.  

2) Increase their engagement with cultural and intercultural activities in English, in 

order to develop a better understanding of their own culture as well as other 

cultures around the world.   

3) Develop their ability to teach in a school environment where English is an 

important aspect of the school’s approach.  Schools are expected to use English 

increasingly for various teaching and learning activities, and future teachers need 

to be confident in using English in the school environment.   

 

The English language course is based on the communicative approach to language learning 

in line with the Common European Framework of Reference from the Council of Europe.  

More specifically, there are five main principles of language learning that underpin this 

curriculum: 

1. Focus on meaningful communication 
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2. Teach authentic English 

3. Students learn most effectively through doing 

4. Students learn best when motivated and engaged 

5. Differentiate the teaching according to different interests and needs among each 

group of students 

 

These principles, and the implications for teaching, are spelled out in more detail in the 

section on Teacher Guidelines.   
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Learning 
environment 

Social practice of language Semester 2 Learning 
objectives 

Learning 
Unit 

1. Personal 1.1 Exchange personal 
information 

Exchange information about 
pastimes (A1.2.1) 

Learning 
Unit 1 

1.2 Share instructions and 
procedures 

Ask for and give directions to 
get to places (A1.2.2) 

1.3 Participate in exchanges 
about everyday or 
immediate needs 

Make plans to do things 
together (A1.2.3) 

2. Community 2.1 Recognize information 
about cultural diversity 

Describe foods and dishes, in 
your own and other cultures 
(A1.2.4) 

Learning 
Unit 2 

2.2 Assess impressions on 
artistic expressions from 
different cultures 

Share information about 
handcrafts of different cultures 
(A1.2.5) 

2.3 Reflect on environmental 
and social issues 

Talk about your health (A1.2.6) 

3. Professional 3.1 Share information 
classrooms and school 
activities 

Record school activities in a 
daily planner  (A1.2.7) 

Learning 
Unit 3 

3.2 Talk about learning Describe how well you and 
others can do things (A1.2.8) 

3.3 Exchange information 
about work 

Describe personal work 
expectations (A1.2.9) 
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Communicate effectively in English 

Personal Professional Community 

Exchange personal 

information 

Share instructions and 

procedures 

Participate in 

exchanges about 

everyday or immediate 

needs 

Understand own and 
other cultures 

Communicate 
impressions of different 

cultural issues 

Reflect on 
environmental and 

social issues 

Exchange information 
about classrooms and 

school activities 

Talk about learning 

Exchange information 
about work 
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http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/activities-for-learners/a1g009-possessives-and-possessive
http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/activities-for-learners/a1g009-possessives-and-possessive
http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/activities-for-learners/a1l001-shopping-for-clothes
http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/activities-for-learners/a1l001-shopping-for-clothes
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/course/tgg/unit-1/session-25
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https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/changes
https://elt.oup.com/student/livinggrammar/ele/b_practice/e_modals/1_1?cc=mx&selLanguage=en&mode=hub
https://elt.oup.com/student/livinggrammar/ele/b_practice/e_modals/1_1?cc=mx&selLanguage=en&mode=hub
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/course/tgg/unit-1/session-26
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http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/activities-for-learners/a2w003-giving-advice-to-a-friend
http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/activities-for-learners/a2w003-giving-advice-to-a-friend
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http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/activities-for-learners/a1w003-what-you-did-last-saturday
http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/activities-for-learners/a1w003-what-you-did-last-saturday
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/features/pronunciation/tims-pronunciation-workshop-ep-11
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/features/pronunciation/tims-pronunciation-workshop-ep-11
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Discipline Academic level 

Academic profile 

The teacher of the subject Foreign 

Language: English requires a solid 

background in knowledge of the English 

language in use, as well as consolidated 

knowledge about its formal aspects and 

about the teaching of English as a foreign 

language. In addition, it is necessary for 

him/her to be an informed actor of both 

the situation in the classrooms of basic 

education regarding the teaching of the 

English language as well as the teaching 

strategies that help to have a positive 

impact on the National Educational 

System. Also, he/she needs to be sensitive 

to the needs of the Teacher Training 

Schools and promote a reasoned and 

informed dialogue with their peers, 

authorities and students and generate 

positive change mechanisms regarding the 

teaching of English as a foreign language. 

          The teacher of the subject English as 
a Foreign Language requires a solid 
background in knowledge of the English 
language in use, as well as consolidated 
knowledge about its formal aspects and 
about the teaching of English as a foreign 
language. In addition, it is necessary to be 
an informed actor of both the situation in 
the classrooms of basic education 
regarding the teaching of the English 
language as well as the teaching strategies 
that help to have a positive impact on the 
National Educational System. In turn, it 
needs to be sensitive to the needs of the 
Normal Schools and promote a reasoned 
and informed dialogue with their peers, 
authorities and students and generate 

Compulsory 

Bachelor's degree, preferably master's or 

doctorate in the area of education, 

language teaching, or English language 

(specializing in didactic) and related. 

International Certification in English 

language use of at least one level above 

the assigned class. 

 

Desirable 

International Certification in English 

language teaching for adults. 

International Certification in English 

language use of at least two levels above 

the assigned class. 
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positive change mechanisms regarding the 
teaching of English as a foreign language. 

Teaching experience in: 

The English language teacher should have 

experience in the following areas: 

• Teaching English in basic education 

• Planning and evaluation on the approach 

to action and on the social practices of 

language 

• Uses of ICT as a resource to promote 

communicative interaction 

• Management of groups in higher 

education 

Professional experience: 
The teacher of Foreign Language: English 
may have previous professional 
experience in other institutions of higher 
education, public and private, as a teacher 
or researcher in the area of education or 
related areas. 
 




